Music Matters 

Research continues to illustrate the demonstrated effects of music education on student achievement. 
Early and sustained educational experiences in music deliver skills that can be effective predictors 
of long-term success in college, careers and citizenship. By investing in music instruction across the 
P-20 spectrum, education leaders, policymakers and practitioners can continue to provide students 
with the tools they need to learn, achieve in other academic subjects and develop the foundational 
capacities for lifelong success. 
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Music education has powerful and undeniable effects on student learning, achievement and lifelong 
success. Music represents the complexity and meaning of a culture, society and history. Learning 
music is a discipline that compels one to have a depth of understanding and offers an opportunity 
for advanced skill development. Building on the first release of Music Matters in 2011, the Arts 
Education Partnership has reviewed multiple research studies identified within ArtsEdSearch — 
the national clearinghouse of rigorous arts education research — to explore the importance of 
music on student learning outcomes. The body of evidence that identifies music’s positive impact 
on student success continues to grow and support the findings that music education: 
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Music education equips students with foundational skills to learn. Music education bolsters student engagement and achievement in Music education develops the abilities essential for lifelong success. 
other academic subjects. 


1 Enhances fine motor skills. 
1 Sharpens attentiveness. 


Facilitates learning of other subjects. 


2 Prepares the brain for achievement. 
2 Strengthens perseverance. 


Advances math achievement. 


Fosters superior working memory and vocabulary. 
Ne 3 Equips students to be creative. 
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- Boosts proficiency in reading, English language arts and second 
_ languages. 


Supports self-esteem and social and cultural identities. 
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Cultivates critical thinking skills. 


_ Impacts positive engagement in school. 


